
 
 
Thank you for buying my book, I hope it is useful and enjoyable in your 

quest to building your own dovecote. This book will give you step-by step 
instructions on how to build your own dovecote also included are 

illustrations and templates to make it as easy and hassle free as possible.  
  

Dovecotes are a traditional symbol of status, power and majesty and 
were once exclusive to nobles and the very rich. Dovecotes in their 
original form could be found as far apart as Egypt, America and the 
United Kingdom. 
 

Today dovecotes are enjoyed by many people across the world. Although 
they are more popular in the post mounted style, these beautiful had 

crafted dovecotes retain their traditional status and make a lovely 
addition to any garden and home. I have endeavored to preserve the 

traditional styling and elegance in my own designs, whilst also making the 
plans easy to follow and practical. You will find that this style of dovecote 

is very popular and makes a fantastic conversational piece for family 
gathering, BBQ’s and garden parties. 

 
The design enclosed is adequate to house up to 4 pairs of doves and 

includes information on optional compartment dividers to provide a 
nesting areas for the birds. The construction when finished will provide a 

sealed and weatherproof environment for the birds and will ensure the 
dovecote remains attractive for many years. 

 
Please take the time to study the images and instructions on the following 
pages and read through the plans at least once before commencing any 

work. This will help your understanding of the project and help prepare 
you for the task. Templates have been added for your convenience and to 

eliminate excessive measuring and possible errors. These can be found at 
the end of the book and are also attached in a separate file to make 

printing easier. 
 

Please remember to take health and safety precautions whilst building 
your dovecote, there may be some steps in the plan that may be more 
comfortable to perform with some help. Also note the drawings are not all 
to scale (excluding the templates), they will often vary in likeness to real 

life images, this was done intentionally to help your understanding by 
reducing the complexity of the drawings.  



           
The image above is intended to give you an idea of what the dovecote will 

look like when finished. 



 
Below is a shopping list of the all materials you will need to complete the 

project. Please take this along with you to your local builders/timber 
merchants; this will make purchasing the timber easier. The individual 

quantities for the different parts of your dovecote will be explained on the 
following pages, this is simply an aggregate list.  

 
 

 

Shopping List  
 
 

 
� 10mm thick T&G (tongue and groove) paneling, 85 cm tall x 18 

meters 
 

 
� 2 inches X 2 inches PSE  x 1 meter 

 
� 3 inches X 3 inches pressure treated fence post x1 

 
� 6 inches X 1 inch PSE x 2 meters 

 
� 6 inches X 1 inch PSE x 3 meters 

 

� 10mm ply wood – this is for the floors so you will need 3x (60 x 60 

x 1) or one large piece 180cm x 60cm x 1cm – depending on 
which is cheaper. 

 
� 5mm MDF 25cm x100cm for the dividers and 60cm x 60cm for 

the roof floor 
 

� Solid Scotia molding (regular shape) x around 800cm 
 

� MDF Cap /dado rail(regular)  x 1 length 

 
� 1x newel post cap for the roof  

 
TIP: you can purchase these very inexpensively from eBay 

 
 

 
 
 

Your dovecote consists of three different sections; the roof, the barrel and 
the Feeding table. Each section will be explored in detail over the 

following pages, we will then continue in to the specific construction 
details. 



 
The 2 floors will be made 

from two pieces of 55cm 
square and 10mm thick WBP 
(weather and boil proof) 

plywood. This will be cut into 
the hexagon shapes you see 

in the picture 

 

 

 

 

The Barrel: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OPTIONAL:  
 

Some people prefer the 
dovecote to be just a 

decorative piece, if however 
you would like to include 

nesting areas please also cut 
out dividers: (recommended) 

 
1 piece of 50 cms by 25 cms 

by 5 mm MDF for the first floor 
compartment this will go 

across the whole floor and 
divide the space into 2 rooms 

as shown in the image  
 

2 pieces of 25 cms by 25 cms 
by 5 mm MDF for the ground 
floor dividers (not shown) 
 
 

The 6 side walls will be made of a total of 
18 lengths of the 10 mm thick tongued and 

grooved (T&G) match board and will be 
attached to the hexagon shaped floors 

 
That works out to 3 panels per sidewall.  
 

The post stabilizers, that also double as our 

compartment dividers will be made of 4 
pieces of 10 mm thick ply off cuts.  

(2 pieces per stabilizer) 
 

 

See template 4  

The 6 window ledges will 
be cut from wood 

measuring19 cm by 10cm 
by 2 cm  
 

. 

 
See template 7 



 

 

 

 

The Roof 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is the central roof post, it is 
designed to hold the roof struts in 

place and provide support to the 
structure.  

 
To make this piece you will need 1 

piece of wood, 32 cm long and 5 cm’s 
squared. (Cut from the post) 
 

 
 

The roof tiles will be made 
from the Approximately 8m 

of the 10 mm thick tongued 
and grooved match board, 

There will be 5 layers of tiles 
(illustration varies) 

The floor of the roof will be 

larger than both floors within the 
dovecote barrel, this is to provide 

an overhanging roof which will 
protect the body from excessive 

water damage and also serves as 
a decorative feature of the design 

 
You will need a 60 cm square 

piece of 5mm thick wood from 
which you will draw and cut your 

hexagon floor, we will go through 
this step by step later. 

The roof struts will be 

made from 6, 40 cm 
lengths of 5 cm by 3 cm 

pieces of wood 
 

 
The underside of the roof floor 

needs to be fixed to the main 
barrel, to do this we will make a 
mini hexagon shape on the 
underside of the roof floor using 6 

pieces of 30cm long 5 cm by 3 cm 
wood, there will be diagrams of  
this later 



The feeding table 
brackets hold up the 

feeding table, there are 4 
pieces measuring 30 cms by 

20 cms by 3 cms  
 
See template number 1 

 

 

 

 

The Post and feeding table: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ok, so now you know about the different parts of your dovecote and what 
each part is made of, so let’s start building! 
 

To avoid too many measurements templates are included for your 
convenience, simply cut them out, position them and draw around them. 

The main post will be held 

in the ground and will go 
through the dovecote’s 

barrel. It will be fixed to the 
underside of the first floor, 

using a locator/ divider 
shown in the barrel 
diagrams. 

 
The main post is a 3 meter 

long, 3 inch by 3 inch PSE 
(planed square edged) post. 

The feeding table is a lovely addition to this dovecote. 

 
It will be the same size as the barrel floors – so you will need a 55 

cm squared piece of the 10mm thick WBP plywood, in addition to 
that you will need 6 pieces of dada rail/chair rail or similar for 
decorative edging  
 



When cutting around the template leave a slight gap between the line and 
your saw to allow room for sanding and errors.  

 
 

 
 

Construction Phase 1: walls 
 
As you have seen in the opening picture of this book, our dovecote is 

shaped like a hexagon and so has six sides and six walls. Each Wall has 
one window; three of the walls having low openings and the other three 

of the walls have high openings. When we build our side walls we want to 
alternative between high and low openings to give the dovecote a nice 

symmetrical look. 
 

The easiest thing to do here is first build each complete sidewall, painting 
and gluing as we go along. Only once the paint and glue is dry should you 
attempt to cut the windows from the wall. Each wall is made of 3 tongued 
and grooved panels. 
 

1. Build 6 side walls and let them dry: simply glue together 3  
pieces of tongue and groove board to form one side wall. Repeat 

this six times. 
 

While the walls are drying; 
 

2. Cut out and sand 6 six window ledges and 6 ledge brackets 
using template’s 2 and 7 

 
Once the walls are dry: 

 
3. Mark the window openings on to the side walls: the upper 

openings should be measured 24cms from the top of the wall to the 
bottom of the window. The Lower openings should be measured as 

48cms from the top of the wall to the bottom of the window. 
Position the windows onto the central of the three individual panels 
that make up the side wall. Use template 3 for the window 

openings. 
 



 
 

 
Tip: make sure your markings are level/square before cutting. Also 
ensure the bottom of the panel is level to the bottom. 

 
4. Position and mark the Locations for your window ledge’s. 

Align each ledge central on the side wall face. Once positioned, 
secure the ledge to the side wall using glue and pins from the rear 
inside of the wall as required. Once all the ledges have been fitted 
allow them to dry and sand the opening, ledges and any joins to a 

smooth finish.  
 

5. Carefully mark and cut out the decorative edging for the 
bottom of the barrel. Simply cut out and trace template number 8 

along the very bottom edge of the dovecote barrel. Ensure a square 
bottom edge and make sure the template is positioned central to the 

window opening. This will ensure symmetry when the wall is trimmed 
later.Take care when cutting the template. 

 
6. Paint both the interior and exterior walls. I advise a minimum of two 
coats of primer and one topcoat. Allow the paint to dry between each 

coat. Whilst waiting for the last coat to dry move on to the next 
section: 

 
 

 
 
 

 



Construction Phase 2: Floors and Roof Base 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Each floor will be 50 cm in width and will be cut from a 55cm wide plank 
of wood: 

 

 
The dovecote will have two floors: the ground 

floor and the first floor, both floors are hexagon 
shaped and the same size.  
 

 
 

 
 

The first floor will have a square box on its 
underside to position and secure the post into 

place. The weight of the dovecote will be held at 
this point.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

The ground floor will have a square opening to 
allow the main post to pass through. This 
square hole will be surrounded by our Divider, 

which will serve to strengthen and support the 
post, whist also positioning and holding the 

compartment dividers. 2x Template number 4 
makes one divider 

 
 
 



 
 

1. Draw a circle 50 cms in diameter onto the wood. You can use a 
pencil with a 25cm off cut: Simply fix one side to the center of the 
board and sweep the pencil across the board, holding it tightly on 

the other side of the off cut. 
 

2. Draw the Hexagon  
Tip for a perfect hexagon: using the same off cut and pencil from 

above, this time perform the sweeping action with the fixed point of 
the off cut now on the edge of the circle. Use the pencil to mark a 

line on the edge of the circle. Once you have made a mark on the 
edge of the circle, move the fixed point of your off cut to that point 
and make another line on the edge of the circle using the same 
sweeping action until you have 6 marks on the edge of your circle. 

Simply join these points up to form a perfect hexagon! You can 
check if it is perfect by drawing a line from corner to corner, if the 

lines all cross at the center you have a good hexagon. See picture 
above. 

 
 

3. Repeat this process for the upper floor, and again for the bird 
table (Optional) 

 

 
4. Repeat the process one more to create the base of the roof. 

However as mentioned before we want the roof to be slightly bigger 
compared to the barrel so this time we will want to start the 

process  by first drawing out a circle with a 60 cm diameter NOT 50 
cm diameter. 

 

55cm 

25 cm 



5. Draw the hexagon within this circle exactly as outlined before and 
cut it out. Do not rub of the lines that you draw from corner to 

corner; they will be needed later. 
 

 
 

6. Use one of the hexagon floors we created for the barrel and position 
it centrally on the base of the roof (use the lines as a guideline). 

There should be approximately 5cm gap on each side of the 
hexagon. Draw around the barrel floor: this smaller hexagon gives us 

a good template for later when we want to attach our roof to the 
barrel. 

 
7. Put the roof base aside for later. Now get hold of two of the three 

hexagons we cut out earlier. 
 

8. Now you want to carefully cut out an 8cm by 8cm square in the 
center of both hexagons. These will be our the bird table and the 

ground floor. 
 
9. You now need to cut out your dividers/locators. We need 2x 

Template number 4 for the ground floor regardless of whether or 
not we have compartments. For the upper floor you need to cut out 

2 more template number 4’s if you choose to have 
compartments or 1x template number 5 if you decide not to have 

any compartments on the upper floor. I recommended 
compartments. 

 
10. Attach the dividers to the outside of the square hole you just cut 

out on the ground floor. It should look like this:  
 

30 cm 



  
 

 

The gap between the stabilizers is left intentionally to allow the 
compartment dividers to slot in and I find it easier to have the hole and 

dividers at this angle for positioning of the dividing walls later on. 
 

11. Attach the remaining two dividers to the underside of the upper 
floor, using glue and pins as before. Remember there is no hole on 
this floor. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

If you do choose want to have nesting compartments (recommended) 
please continue reading the next  step. The dividing walls are used to 

create to separate compartments on each floor. Each compartment has 
space for a pair of doves and any off spring. This dovecote can 

comfortably house up to 4 pairs of birds.  
 
To measure the dividing walls for the ground floor simply lay two side wall 
panels next to each other on your worktop.  

 

1. Make sure one panel is a high opening and the other a low opening  
 



2. Measure from the bottom of the high opening to the bottom of the 
lower opening.  

 
3. Subtract 1cm from your figure to allow for the thickness of your 1st 

floor. Now you have the correct figure for the height of your 
divider. 

 
Now you need to measure the width of your compartment divider:  

 
1. Measure the distance between the corner in which you wish to place 

your divider (the outer edge of your hexagon floor) to the inside 
corner of the square hole made for 

the post  
 

 
Measurements are typically: 23cm 

high and 19 cm wide, however it is 
best to measure this yourself, in my 
experience I have found this figure to 
vary +/- 1cm, depending on the 
individuals skill when drawing the 

hexagon floor and the precise 
positioning of the square hole for the 

post.  
 

 
 

 
 
The upper floor will only require one big divider to create the two 
compartments as the post does not pass through here. The divider for the 

upper floor should be measured once the main barrel has been finished 
and the lower floor dividers have been installed. 
 

Now paint everything you have cut out so far, the sidewalls, the ledges, 
dividers and floors. I recommend at least two coats of paint, allowing the 

first to dry before applying the next.. 
 

TIP: sand down the first coat after it has dried before applying the 
second coat. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
19cm ? 



Construction Phase 3: Assembling the Barrel 
  

The floors now need to be joined to the side walls. This can be tricky so 
an extra pair of hand wouldn't go a miss. 

 

The floors of the barrel should be attached, flush, to the opening. 
 

1. Line your floor up with the bottom of the opening for the side wall 
you are working with. Lets start with the ground floor. You will need 

to centralize the opening to the side of the hexagon floor you are 
working with. It is likely you will need to trim a little of the wall off 

from each end so getting it dead center will ensure symmetry. 
Ensure you have good measurements accounting for the angles and 

measurements at the joints between the side walls. I like to 
measure right to the very end where I bevel. Once you are happy 

glue and pin the panel to the ground floor. 
 
   
2. Now pick up your 1st floor and pick up a high opening sidewall and 

again line up the bottom of the opening to the floor. Centralize the 

opening to the center of the floor, mark and cut off any excess and 
glue and pin this together. You should now have two separate 

panels attached to two separate floors.  
 

3 .Join the two separate floor and side wall constructions together. 
Make sure the panels are the right the way around and make sure 
the post can comfortably fit through the hole in the ground floor 
and locate the box on the underside of the 1st floor. 

 
4 Continue around the barrel attaching and beveling all of the side 

panels. 
 

Tip: Make sure you fit the two ground floor dividers at an appropriate 
stage during this phase of the construction and ensure the square hole 

for the post is not obstructed. 
 
 

Before we go on to making the roof don’t forget to take a few minutes to 
measure the compartment divider for the upper floor. The height is 

simply the height from the bottom of the upper floor to the top of the 
dovecote barrel and the width is measure from one side of the barrel to 

the other. We will only require one divider for the upper floor as there is 
no post running through here. 

 



 
 
 
Once you have finished cutting the compartment divider paint it and leave 
it to dry while we start construction of the roof:    

 

Construction Phase 4: Building the Roof.  
 

This is the most difficult and most important part of the construction. A 
good water tight roof will ensure your dovecote looks beautiful and can be 

enjoyed for many years to come. 
 

You will need the roof base we cut out earlier in phase 2, step 4, 
remember, the one with smaller hexagon template in the middle? You will 

be attaching a hexagon to the underside of the roof floor/base, so as to 
secure the roof to the barrel.  
 

It will look like this when finished. 

 
1. Cut and mitre at 30 degrees, 6x 30 cm lengths of 5cm By 3cm 

wood  
2. Glue and pin these to within the lines of the template on the 

underside of the roof floor.  
 
We are now going to make the central roof post from a 32 cm length of 

5cm by 5cm,  



This post will hold the struts in place and give the roof its general 
strength and shape.  

 
1. Make sure both ends of the post are square cut out template 

number 6 and draw around it on the center of one end of the post, 
cut roughly 4 inches deep, so the post looks like this:  

 
 

 
3. Attach the bottom of the central roof post to the center of the roof 

base using a screw and some glue. When positioning the roof post 
ensure the hexagon faces of the roof post are aligned with the 
hexagon corners of the roof base as seen below:  

 
 

 
 

Now we need to make some roof struts and attach them to the room 
post: 

 
4. You will need 6x 40cm lengths of mitered, 5cm by 3cm wood. These 

will be positioned:  
 

  



 
 
 
Now we need to fit the roof tiles. This is actually very easy to do: simply 

complete one face at a time. 
 

Measure, cut and glue 5 pieces of tongue and groove match board 
together to form a big triangle. Leave a little excess on each side to 
ensure you have room to adjust it if needed for the exact fitting. You will 

find it easier to work with the groove at the bottom of the panel.  
 

 
 

Once the roof is dry and fully assembled you will need to plane a bevel 
along the bottom tile to remove the groove.  

 
 

Notice these ends 

have been shaped 
into a V for a nice 
fit. 
 
Glue and pin the 

struts to both the 
roof base and the 
central roof post 

 
Also leave a nice flat 

top as can be seen 
in the picture 
 



Also you will need to use a triangle to mark the point where each strut 
meets the ridge of the rafter and using a fine bladed saw angled at 30-

degrees cut along those points to produce a triangular roof section.  
 

 
Now continue to attach the roof panels to the frame you have created, 

cooper panel pins work the best. Trim the top of the roof as required 
however do not trim the overhang at the bottom.  

 
Sand the construction taking care with the top, where the finial will stand. 

I find it useful to fit a little lead flashing before attaching the finial – just 
to provide a little more protection.  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 



Construction Phase 5: Final Touches  

 
These are the last few steps and shouldn’t take too long:  

 
 
Fit the Dado moldding to joins present on the roof and the main barrel. 
This will act as a decorative touch as well as further helping to weather 
proof the small holes and gaps that may be present.  

 
Once you have completed this attach the roof to the barrel carefully 

pinning and gluing all the way around 
 

1. Mark a point 60cm down from the top of the post, this is where we will 
fit the bird table. 

 
2. Cut out 4 large bird table support brackets as per template number 1 

 
3. Get the bird table you cut out in phase 2, step 3 and drill 1 drain hole 

per each side of the bird table, I recommend using a small hole cutter as 
the hole produced will be large enough to paint inside. 

 
4. Cut and attach the dado edging to the edge of the table using glue and 
pins, once the glue has dried sand all the joins and attach your bird table 

to your Dovecote, complete with brackets ready for painting.  
 

 

Construction Phase 6: Erecting the Dovecote. 
 
You will need a hole that is at least 30cm deep to provide support to the 

post, simply attach the dovecote to the post and carefully drop the post 
into the hole. You do not need to use concrete or any other material to fill 

the hole, just refill the hole with the earth you removed and pack it down 
firmly around the post.  

 
Congratulations you have built your very own dovecote! Feel free to play 

around with the designs I have given you. Many people like to add 
decorative touches to their dovecotes including window canopies and 

decorative ledges and brackets  
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 


